Child Protection Policy

Date of Implementation 01 January 2005 (Amended January 2014)

Chairperson: 


Mrs Ann Duffy

Correspondence Secretary: 
Mr Brian Watters

Treasurer: 


Mrs Kay McDonald

Venue: 



The Market Place Theatre, Armagh.

Festival Dates: 


07-11 April 2014

Purpose and Function of Organisation

The function and aim of our organisation is to provide a platform for cross-community and cross-border competition in Speech and Drama as in the syllabus provided by the Festival Committee.

The Festival Environment

Our Festival is run by a team composed of a voluntary Executive Committee and trained helpers who are conversant with our aims and objectives.  It is our policy to inform parents/guardians and teachers in partnership with us, in order to ensure, as far as is reasonably practicable, a safe environment at the Festival.

To Whom Does This Policy Apply
This policy relates to children under the age of 18 years and those vulnerable adults of any age who are identified to the organisers prior to their arrival at the Festival.  This should be done by contacting the address or telephone number on the enclosed letter.  In recognising the needs of the children from minority ethnic groups and children who are disabled, the Festival committee actively seek to meet needs highlighted by parents/guardians/carers or teachers.

Festival Personnel

We recruit voluntary helpers from applicants deemed suitable for working with children and vulnerable adults.  Applications are scrutinised by the Festival Committee of CAFSD, references requested and carefully checked.  An Officer of the Festival Committee (who shall be clearly identified) shall be in attendance at each session of the Festival to deal with any problems, document them and initiate appropriate action.

Preparation for Attendance at the Festival

At the time of inviting entries for the festival the Festival Committee advises parents/guardians/carers and teachers who may be attending with their children that an undertaking is given that their children will be accompanied to the Festival and supervised by a responsible adult at all times.
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Performance and Changing Areas

The supervision of children is the responsibility of the accompanying adult at all times throughout the building, including performance, changing and public areas.

Photographs, Videotapes and Press Photography

The use of photographic equipment (to include cameras, camera phones, ipods, ipads and other tablets, and any device which is fitted with a camera), video cameras and sound recording equipment is forbidden in the auditorium.  The Festival Committee reserves the right to invite an Official Press Photographer(s) to the competitions and Final Awards.  Where any competitor wishes to be excluded from such photographs it is the responsibility of the accompanying adult to so ensure their exclusion.

The Legislation and Guidance that Supports this Policy

Rehabilitation of Offenders (N.I.) Order 1978; Rehabilitation of Offenders (Exceptions) Order (Northern Ireland) 1979; Part V The Police Act 1997; The Data Protection Act 1998; Protection of Children and Vulnerable Adults (N.I.) Order 2003: The Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups (Northern Ireland) Order 2007.

Policy Review

The organisers will constantly review their policy, improving and enhancing it as necessary.  In doing this they will look to The British Federation of Festivals for Music, Dance and Speech and Drama for support, and that body will look to other agencies for good practice, most notably the NSPCC and the Arts Council of Northern Ireland.

